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The Research on the Acalanatha in Hualien

Peng Chen-Feng

Taiwan Hospitality & Tourism College > General Education Center Associate Professor

Abstract

In Hualien area, there are four places worshiping the Acalanatha and this phenomenon is rare in
Taiwan. The main reason is that the Han people explored and developed in Hualien later than other
places. In 1895, when Japan occupied Taiwan, Hualien provided the purest place for Taiwan Residency
General to plan the headquarter for the immigrants from Japan. Then the Japanese cultures could
immigrate to Hualien, so the historical sites of Acalanatha of the Esoteric sect belief are still remained

in Hualien.

The Japanese Esoteric sect belief originated from the Esoteric Buddhism in Tang Dynasty in
China. Up to today, the Tang Esoteric sect belief has already disappeared from the historical path.
Only Japanese Esoteric Sect belief and Tibet Esoteric Sect exit and become the only two main and big
Esoteric sect system worldwide. So there are still four worship places of the Acalanatha in Hualien,
which have the preciously great worth of religious and academic research. Planning a sightseeing
itinerary based on the subject of The Acalantha can not only inspire the tourists’ spiritual tranquility,

but also promote and develop the local industries.

Base on this, the thesis will be elaborated in 3 parts to respect and pay attention to this precious
historical inheritance in Hualien area. First of all, to understand the reasons of offering sacrifices for the
Acalanatha at Hualien Chinsiu Temple, Green Lotus Temple, Siling Temple, Nian Bridge from the
historical origins. Secondly, to understand the Acalanatha from the religious popularity. Finally, try
to find out the modeling of the Acalanatha from the Esoteric Buddhism ancient books and to survey the
modeling of the Acalanatha in Hualien. Hopefully the tourists to Hualien can see the Acalanatha and
experience the millennium spreaded cultural profound of the Acalanatha and correspond the awakened

mind with the Acalanatha to purify the intention and pacify the body and mind.

Key words: Chinxiu Temple, Green Lotus Temple, Siling Temple, Nian ~ Bridge
Mabhavairocana, Acalanatha, Tang Esoteric ~ Buddhism, Huigui , Singon

Mikkyo, Kobo Daisi(Kukai), Koyasan, Singon
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