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	[bookmark: _Hlk136013492] “2023 Hualien Art Exhibition” Call for Entries
Starting from July 18 to August 20, 2023
· Initial submission period: July 18 to August 20, 2023
· Categories of submissions: Original and new creations in "Contemporary Art" and "Classic Medium"
· Eligibility: There are no restrictions on ethnicity or nationality. Individuals or creative teams from both domestic and international locations are welcome to participate in the competition.
· First prize of the "Hualien Award" / Prize money: NT$500,000
· Organizer: Hualien County Government
· Co-organizer: Hualien County Cultural Affairs Bureau
· Executive unit: Pharaoh Integrating & Marketing Co., Ltd.
   
     "The Hualien Art Exhibition," which started in 1995, has gradually transformed from a local art exhibition to a national competition. In 2018, it attempted to incorporate a residency-based format, and starting from 2021, it expanded into an international call for submissions. The artworks break free from material classifications and have no thematic restrictions, encouraging participants to reflect on their own creative works based on their experiences in Hualien. In the initial stage of the 2021 competition, a total of 129 artists submitted their works, which increased to 145 artists in 2022. The award for 2021 went to Yu-Ting Wang for her piece "A Faint Noise," and the same for 2022 to 2ENTER Studio for their piece “Ni Xang Shin", both receiving a prize of NT$500,000 respectively, and their artworks being collected by the Hualien County Cultural Bureau.
     The current "2023 Hualien Art Exhibition" continues its international call for entries, aiming to encourage various creators to participate in the competition. In addition to the existing "Contemporary Art" category held from 2021, a new category of "Classic Medium" has been added --- this new category is further divided into three groups respectively as " Graphic Art- Eastern Media," " Graphic Art- Western Medium," and " Three-Dimensional Design." These additions provide a more comprehensive competition platform for art creators.
     The category of "Classic Medium" will undergo a two-stage evaluation process: the initial review is conducted through written examination, with 6 finalists selected from each group to enter the final review. The evaluation process for the "Contemporary Art" category will follow a three-stage format as the initial review will select 12 participants (groups) through a written selection process, who will then proceed to the second round. The selected creators are required to carry out creative planning and presentations based on the venues provided by the Cultural Affairs Bureau. From there, 6 finalists (groups) will be selected to enter the final round. The works of both categories will be exhibited in a physical exhibition at the end of the year as part of the "2023 Hualien Art Exhibition."
     The winner of the "Hualien Award” --- the highest honor in the category of "Contemporary Art", will be awarded a prize of NT$500,000, and his/her work will be included in the collection of the Hualien County Cultural Affairs Bureau.It is anticipated that participants in this edition will combine their experiences in Hualien with their personal thoughts to create artistic works that respond to Hualien and convey their own ideas.
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     To register, please visit the "Hualien Art Exhibition" submission website (https://www.hccc.gov.tw/hualienart/). The registration period will begin at 8:00 AM on July 18, 2023 (Tuesday), and end at 5:00 PM on August 20, 2023 (Sunday). Artists either at home or abroad are warmly welcomed to participate.
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